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An Introduction to the TYAS Times
Letter from the Editor
By Mr. Travis Trojan
Welcome readers to the newest incarnation of the TYAS news. Over the past few years,
there have been several different school news publications managed by various teachers and
students, but these written sources have all but disappeared over the past few years. In an effort
to revive the spirit of journalism, writing, and seeking out knowledge, we have created a new
school news publication: the TYAS Times.
Over the past few years, we’ve revamped some of the Middle School electives to be
more hands-on and skill based. As their teacher, I have been very impressed with many of the
Middle School students’ dedication to creativity in these classes. In Speech & Debate class,
they learned current debate styles, how to prepare for a debate, and how to properly deliver
their arguments, which they have used in local MUN and WSC conferences. In Intro to Theatre,
they learned about the various styles of theatre, as well as basic acting and blocking, which they
used in a stage production for the Winter Bazaar. I thought it would be a good opportunity to
do a little more with the Journalism classes as well.
Having already taken an introductory Journalism class last school year, the current
Grade 7s and Grade 8s began attending the Journalism II class in January. Unlike their previous
class which focused on media literacy, the parts of a publication, and photographic skill
building, this course is focused on project-based assignments. The students will have minilessons on improving their writing and interviewing, but the course is focused on giving
journalistic assignments, interviewing others, and completing articles for the publication.
It is my hope that by giving the Middle School students the reigns to the TYAS Times,
they can develop a stronger sense of responsibility to the school and create a deeper sense of
ownership over their department and their work. We at the Middle School thank all of you for
being a part of this project by reading and enjoying their articles and assignments.

***Please note that these articles were written in January/February. The delays after Chinese New Year and changes
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic have delayed its original release date. Please enjoy these articles nonetheless
and stay tuned for following editions which will cover some more recent news and events.
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TYAS Sports Update
An Interview with the TYAS Head Soccer Coach
By Amanda Chung, Grade 7

There are two handsome coaches for the TYAS Soccer Club, and they are Mr. Blain Jr
and Mr. Blain Sr. They have taken the team to lots of places in Taiwan and even South Korea
to play soccer. In fact, when I first saw the soccer team, there was only the one Bears team. But,
now there are two more teams, which are the Cubs and the She Bears. As such, the soccer team
has improved a lot under Mr. Blain Jr’s and Mr. Blain Sr’s leadership. So, I sat down with Mr.
Blain Jnr to interview him about the TYAS Soccer Club.

Mr. Blain Sr is teaching the Cubs strategies, PC: Jacky Chiu

How did Mr. Blain become the Head Coach?
“It all started when I was watching an outside coach try to control our students.
However, the coach at the time was having trouble. Students were not listening, and in one case,
one of the students ended up falling into a pond! (How that happens while playing soccer I still
do not know) I felt that there was room for improvement, so I took on the position as the soccer
coach myself.” - Mr. Blain Jr.
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Which teachers or students are involved?
Mr. Blain Jr started the soccer club in 2017. When his brother, Mr. Dave Blain Sr, an
avid soccer fan, joined the TYAS faculty, he began helping too. When Mr. Blain Jr, first started
the soccer club, there were only 5 students involved. And now, there are over 40 members!
There are three teams in the soccer club; the She Bears, which is the all-girls team, the Cubs,
which is the Grades 1-3 team, and then the Bears, which is Grade 4 and up team.

What is the history of the competitions/matches?
When the soccer club was first formed, they were not very good because most of the
boys had never played in any competitive soccer matches. In their very first competition game,
they lost 16-0. In their next tournament, they also lost heavily. In 2018, the soccer team went
to South Korea to compete in an international tournament. The best result there was a loss of
1-0, a vast improvement, but they still hadn't won a game or scored any goals.
It took one year for the soccer club to score a goal, then a further six months to win a
game. They had a soccer tournament a month later with the soccer team winning two games.
So now, the soccer club is winning more games and scoring more goals. They have come a
long way. The soccer club has now been to South Korea twice, they have entered three or four
local tournaments and they have also played against individual schools, including Tong An
Elementary, Hsinchu American School, Dominican International School, Taipei American
School, Hsinchu County American School, and a handful of local schools and soccer clubs.

Why do they take the students on the Songdo trips?
The Songdo, South Korea trips were a very good experience for students to travel
internationally and to experience another culture. Mr. Blain Jr used to live in South Korea and
has built relationships and connections while working there. Mr. Blain Jr though it was a great
idea for students to make new experiences through soccer, such as trying different cuisine,
learning a new language, and gaining a better understanding of different cultures.
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Mr. Blain Jr is telling the She Bears how can they score better, PC: Jacky Chiu

There are many reasons to go on an international trip, and it's not only about playing
soccer. Soccer is the reason the club can travel to these exotic countries, but they can put into
practice everything they have learned from school while they’re there.

Why did Mr. Blain want to start the soccer club?
Mr. Blain Jr is passionate about soccer and he thinks that it is very important not just
to study from books. Mr. Blain Jr thinks that students can learn a lot of skills while in a sports
team. They can learn about friendship, teamwork, leadership, regular exercise, comradery, hard
work, dedication, and how to overcome challenges. Mr. Blain Jr often thinks about sports teams
from when he was growing up as something that he looks back on and really remembers. Mr.
Blain Jr told me, “ I don’t remember the spelling tests, but I remember the soccer games that I
have played.”
Going to school for Mr. Blain Jr was interesting, because he joined the sports teams.
He wants to pass this feeling on to the students at TYAS, so that when they come to school,
there is always something that they can look forward to. So, Mr. Blain Jr wants to help enrich
the students' experiences in school.
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The She Bears and Cubs are shaking hands at the end of the game, PC: Jacky Chiu

What are they going to do this semester?
Mr. Blain Jr wants to get the She Bears playing with some other local girls team.
Because TYAS is one of the few schools locally who actually has a girls team, there aren't
many all-girls teams they can play against. TYAS is a pioneer in this area and Mr. Blain Jr
hopes other schools and clubs follow TYAS’ lead by promoting girls soccer. The Cubs are
currently doing well with this year's team boasting a lot of talent. So, Mr. Blain Jr is going to
take them to Tong An Elementary, traditionally a very strong soccer school, to see how well
they can perform against the best. There is an upcoming tournament that the Cubs will also
enter. The Bears are also likely to face either a school in Hsinchu or Taipei depending on these
team’s availability.

How can you join the soccer club?
Anyone can join and everyone is welcome! If anyone wants to join the TYAS Soccer
Club, either come see Me. Blain Jr or Mr. Blain Sr. They can also talk to the captain of the
Bears, which is G6 Matt Shen, the captain of the She Bears, which is G5 Zoe Lin, or the captain
of the Cubs, which is G3 Daniel Kim. If nothing else, they can talk to any of the members in
the soccer club.
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She Bears and Cubs playing soccer, PC: Jacky Chiu

The soccer team has improved a lot during the last few years. They’ve been practicing
hard. From the very beginning with 16, 0 games to now, winning 2 games. Thank you Mr. Blain
Jr and Mr. Blain Sr for the hard training. We will keep supporting the soccer teams!
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The Australian Fires
Editorial
By Aaron Chou, Grade 8

When I first saw the Fire in the news, I was utterly dismayed at what I saw. Bush fires
are extremely common in the Australian fire season, but this one is not like any of the other
ones. Seeing a massive fire burning down my home country put a hole in my heart. Seeing such
results of global warming from my own perspective is just heartbreaking. When deciding on a
Journalism topic, it was my honor to select this topic.
According to BBC, 28 people have died nationwide, and in the state of New South
Wales alone, more than 4,000 homes have been demolished or extremely damaged. State and
federal authorities are struggling to contain and control the massive blazes, even with
firefighting assistance from other countries, including the United States. The fires have also had
other unseen effects. Melbourne and Canberra have been hit by heavy storms, with hail as big
as golf balls in some areas. Extremely strong winds have also generated dust clouds,
temporarily blackening the sky in the New South Wales towns of Orange and Dubbo. The
terrible crisis has also brought on record breaking temperatures, severe drought and other
climate changes.

Rescue of koalas, PC: AAP Image/David Mariuz/via Reuters

Humans are not the only animals affected. According to CNN, nearly half a billion
animals have been impacted in New South Wales alone. With millions of animals already dead,
the Australian Wildlife Sanctuary is fighting every day to rescue these animals from the
catastrophic fires happening. NPR has reported that across the country, over 10 million hectares
of Australian land has been burned to the ground. That is nearly the size of England. This is
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much more than the Amazon and Californian fires combined, billions of animals are suffering
including thousands of koalas, kangaroos, wallabies, birds, and other iconic unique beloved
wildlife.
Your support is urgently needed to care for injured wildlife and restore their homes.
Seeing this happening to my homeland is very terrifying to watch. It is difficult enough
watching so much burn into dust, but knowing that the cutest things on earth are dying off
seems unfair. But when it's gone, it's gone. See the links at the bottom of the article to help stop
this.

Sydney scattered with smoke, PC: Getty Images/CNN News

I feel it is important to restate that climate change does not cause bushfires, but it does
make them worse. Australia’s fire seasons are very common, but this season’s bushfire is not
normal. According to BBC, Australia has been experiencing more frequent and intense heat
waves with prolonged dry periods. Global warming is making the fires hotter and more
frequent. We must all do our part to protect our world from climate change. Failure to act will
make extreme weather common and will have deadly consequences for people, nature, and
most importantly, koalas. In the end, houses were burned, animals have died, and several
families have been put in poverty. Sydney is covered with smoke and my heart is soaked with
tears. This will definitely be a historic event and a terrifying moment for most of us.

DONATE NOW AT: https://donate.wwf.org.au/adopt/koala/koala#gs.se9fnv
donate at: https://donate.wwf.org.au/adopt/koala/koala#gs.se9fnv
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Gungjung-Tteokbokki
The Beautiful Taste of Korean Palaces and Tradition
By Anna Kim, Grade 8

This article will be introducing Korean Royal Court stir-fried rice cakes called
Gungjung-Tteokbokki. This article will include the background, origin, and recipe of the dish.
You may want to find a restaurant to eat this amazing food after reading this article or run out
to make it yourself! Gungjung-Tteokbokki might seem exotic to foreigners, because it is a lot
different from other tteokbokki, especially versions you may already know, like GochujangTteokbokki. When I saw the Gungjung-Tteokbokki version for the first time, I thought it was
weird, because I was young and the color reminded me of wood. But after I ate this food, I was
surprised with its nice taste. The soy sauce wasn’t just salty, there was also a little sweetness. I
loved it!

My mom and I made Gungjung-Tteokbokki at home, PC: Anna Kim

Unlike Gochujang-Tteokbokki, which is rice cakes seasoned with gochujang (chili
paste) and was created by Ma Bok-rim at the end of the Korean War, Gungjung-Tteokbokki is
a stir-fry of soy sauce seasoned beef with rice cakes and has a much richer history.
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Gungjung-Tteokbokki was a food of the royal family in the past palace of the Joseon
Dynasty. Because rice was so expensive in the old days, rice cakes were not familiar to the
common people. Other luxury ingredients such as beef, mushrooms, onions and carrots, as well
as various other vegetables and meats were also difficult to get and used for cooking

Gungjung-Tteokbokki. People are not sure what the reason is for making tteokbokki
with soy sauce instead of gochujang, but there are theories. The folk tale known to most
people is that there was no red pepper powder, which is the main ingredient of gochujang, found
in the kingdom at that time. There is also a folk tale that chefs in the palace had to weaken the
taste of foods because they had to be given to a king who couldn’t handle the spicy flavor.
To make Gungjung-Tteokbokki, you need to follow the directions:

Ingredients (for 4 servings):
450 grams of garaetteok/rice cakes (store bought or homemade)
100 grams of beef
2 egg yolks, beaten with a pinch of salt
1 tablespoon of cooking oil
½ teaspoon of sesame oil
1 teaspoon of sesame seeds
4 teaspoons of soy sauce
1 tablespoon of sugar or honey
1 garlic clove, minced
½ teaspoon of ground black pepper

The ingredients for Gungjung-Tteokbokki, PC: Anna Kim
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Marinade:
1 garlic clove, minced
½ teaspoon of soy sauce
½ teaspoon of honey or sugar
¼ teaspoon of ground black pepper
½ teaspoon of sesame oil

Vegetables:
2 cups of white mushrooms, sliced into bite sized pieces
⅓ cup of carrots, cut into matchsticks
½ cup of green bell peppers, sliced into thin strips
½ cup of red bell peppers, sliced into thin strips
½ cup onions, sliced
(you can add other vegetables to suit your preferences.)
Recipe :
1. Make rice cakes soft by soaking the rice cake in cold water for about 10 minutes. (I
used snowman shaped rice cakes)

2. Cut the beef into matchstick shapes and add all the marinade ingredients into a bowl
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with chopped beef. Mix them together and keep it in the refrigerator.
3. Slice the vegetables and mushroom that you prepared. (Not a fan of bell peppers
myself...)

I sliced carrots, mushroom, onions, and scallions, PC: Anna Kim
4. Add some cooking oil to the fry pan. Pour egg yolk into a heated pan and spread it in
different directions so that the yolks spread thinly and forms a sheet at the bottom.
Slice the yolk sheet into strips for garnish. (optional)
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Making the egg sheet, PC: Anna Kim
5. Heat up a skillet and add 2 teaspoons of cooking oil, 1 clove of minced garlic, and the
marinated beef.
6. When the beef is half cooked, add all the sliced vegetables and mushrooms. Stir for 1
minute.

Adding the vegetables and mushrooms to the frying pan with beef, PC: Anna Kim

7. Add the rice cakes, ½ cup water, 4 teaspoons of soy sauce, 1 tablespoon of honey or
sugar, and ½ teaspoon of ground black pepper. Keep stirring for 2 to 3 minutes until
everything is shiny and the rice cake softens.
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Adding the rice cakes to the mixture, PC: Anna Kim

8. Add 1 teaspoon of sesame oil before removing from the heat.
9. Garnish with sesame seeds and the yellow egg yolk strips. (optional)

This is the result of the recipe, PC: Anna Kim
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Gungjung-Tteokbokki is a famous traditional food in Korean. The salty and sweet taste is
excellent, and the chewy rice cakes make us feel good and satisfied. If you are a parent, you
can make it for your children. Even if you're a kid, you can make it for your parents. But, be
careful when cooking, and only cook with adult supervision. Anyway, regardless of age or
gender, people like this food. And, it doesn't take much time to make, so everyone can try it. I
hope you enjoy your Gungjung-Tteokbokki.
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Taiwan Tips and Travel
Intro to Linkou
By Aria Yoo, Grade 7

Do you have plans to travel to Taiwan? There is one city named Linkou that is nice to
travel to! Linkou has many things to do, see, and eat. And these are the reasons why you should
visit here.
When you arrive at Linkou station, you can find many stores there. The name of the
building is Global Mall. You can see a convenience store, bakeries, restaurants and other stores
when you arrive at Global Mall. On every floor, there are stores where you can buy toys for
kids, household goods, kitchen utensils, materials for making accessories, and much more.

Linkou station and Global mall, PC: Aria Yoo and Emily Lee

Around 10 minutes from the Linkou station, there is an outlet. There are many things
to do in the outlet, especially for us creative types. There is a kind of stationary store where you
can buy art supplies, puzzles, and books. Also, there are many famous restaurants, such as Chun
Sui Tang. In Chun Sui Tang, I recommend eating the beef noodle soup and ordering the pearl
milk tea. There is also an arcade room. You can play racing games, car simulators, basketball
games or fishing games. When you finish playing some of the games, they will give you tickets
from the machines. You can turn those in for prizes if you want. They can become toys,
bracelets or diaries. Also, you can shop for clothes, bags, shoes, or dishes while in the outlet.
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Linkou Outlet, PC: Aria and Emily Yoo

There is a park around 5 minutes from the outlet. Linkou park is open to everyone,
from kids to old folks. In the park, you can play basketball, jog, or walk. Also, you can take a
rest on the benches, or just take a look at the people going by. People won’t throw trash on the
street. It’s so calm, you can see many dogs without leashes, but they never bother people. This
park is a peaceful and clean place. This park is a good place to visit.
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Park in Linkou, PC: Emily Lee

Near the Carrefour in Linkou, there is a Sushi Express and hot pot restaurant. These
restaurants are cheaper than others, and the employers are very kind to their guests. There are
delicious things in Carrefour. Cups of orange juice are sold in the vending machine, and in
some, you can even watch the process of making your juice. There is also a bakery. You can
buy all the things there that you could want or need.
Linkou is one of the best cities to visit while staying in northern Taiwan. I don’t think
you will regret living in Linkou city. So, come on over to Linkou!
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Teacher Spotlight: Mr. David Harrison
A Clever Kiwi from New Zealand
By Emily Lee, Grade 7

Do you really know or even ask about your favorite teachers? Allow me to introduce
to you one of these teachers. Mr. David Harrison is an English Language Arts teacher at
Taoyuan American School in Taoyuan, Taiwan. He is originally from New Zealand and he’s
taught students English in many countries around the world. When he was young, he liked to
play sports such as cricket, soccer, frisbee, golf, and swimming. Also, he liked playing guitar
and watching movies. Now that you have read some of Mr. Harrison’s background information,
let’s talk further about him and what he thinks about his job as a teacher.

Mr. Harrison in his classroom, PC: Emily Lee

Why did he choose to be a teacher?
After university, Mr. Harrison went to South Korea and Taiwan to teach English as a
Second Language. After he taught students in these two countries, he wanted to become a
qualified teacher. So, he went back to New Zealand to get a teaching certificate and became a
classroom teacher at a school in New Zealand. He then decided to work at a school in Sudan.
Then, he came to Taiwan and taught middle school English at TYAS. He likes being a teacher,
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because the job has so much variation throughout the day. “It never gets dull!” thinks Mr.
Harrison. He also likes working with students.

What are the characteristics teachers should have and what are the
most difficult parts about being a teacher?
As a teacher, Mr. Harrison believes that teachers should be patient, enjoy spending time
with children and know how to empathize. He said, “teachers have to put themselves in other
people’s positions, because teachers have to understand that the work is easy for some students,
but it’s difficult for some other students.” Also, he believes teachers should have lots of energy,
understand how to get along with every person in the school, and be very organized. However,
he thinks the most difficult part of being a teacher is having to try new things to motivate the
students to do their work. “Most students concentrate on their work and finish on time,” he
explained, “but some students are doing something else with their laptops such as watching
Youtube or Instagram.” So, it can be difficult to keep these students on task. As such, he
sometimes has to try new things to keep them on task.

Where did he teach? How was each country or school different?
In all, Mr. Harrison has taught in New Zealand, Sudan, South Korea, and Taiwan. In
South Korea, he taught in Bucheon and Yihua, and in Taiwan, he taught in Taipei and Taoyuan.
He has been teaching around the world and feels that students are all the same everywhere. All
the students like to play, hangout, but most of them don't like studying. He said some schools
have bigger classes and some schools have smaller classes. He believes that smaller classes are
better to teach. The thing I found most interesting was that, in his experience, “most of the
schools in Asia were more academic than schools in other countries.”

Did he know any teachers at the school before he arrived?
Before he arrived at Taoyuan American School, he knew Mr. Dave Blain and Mr. Brett
Blain, who are also teachers in Taoyuan American School. He worked with them in South
Korea and Taiwan when teaching English. After he taught in Sudan, he was looking for a new
job. At that time, Mr. Dave Blain and Mr. Brett Blain encouraged him to be a teacher, so he
went back to New Zealand and earned a teaching certificate. Afterwards, Mr. Brett Blain
encouraged him to come back to teach in Taiwan, so he came to Taiwan and came to TYAS.
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Mr. Harrison teaching his class, PC: Emily Lee

In conclusion...
As a student of his class, I’m glad to have Mr. Harrison as my English Language Arts
teacher. He is a very kind, nice, and smart teacher. He always answers kindly when the students
ask him questions, and he answers questions in a way that we can all understand. Also, he can
speak a little bit of Korean, because he used to teach in South Korea. So, sometimes he speaks
Korean in front of us and makes students laugh. Therefore, he is a great teacher and I will
always remember him.
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Comics Section
By Logan Oh, Grade 7

The Tortoise and the Hare- Rematch

Hansel and Gretel

OVEN
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The Mistake
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Call for Articles
While the main organizers and contributors for the TYAS Times are Middle School
students, this is meant to be a school-wide newspaper. We encourage all members of the school
to contribute. If there are students, teachers, or staff who wrote something impressive for class,
would like to contribute editorials about today’s issues, or would like to promote any school
events, please feel free to submit your essays, articles, poetry, creative writing or even art to the
newspaper. We would love to showcase the work of our TYAS Family.
If you would like to submit something, please send it to Mr. Trojan (ttrojan@tyas.tyc.edu.tw).
Additionally, if you have an event or project coming up that you would like our Middle School
students to cover in the next edition, be sure to contact Mr. Trojan for that as well.

For now, thank you for reading and we look forward to your articles and support. Cheers!

-TYAS Times Team
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